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Urban and regional development in China 
The growth of big cities and (10) large agglomerations 
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REMARKS 

 

- We found out that Dropbox doesn’t work in China, so please keep this in mind. 

WeTransfer does work in China, so we will use this tool to send you new or updated 

documents.  

- Please contact James Hong (+ 86 136 0307 9844) when you arrive in Shenzhen on the 

29th to discuss with him when and where you can meet the students from the Shenzhen 

University the next day. He has recruited 12 students in total, but not all of them will be 

available all the time. The Shenzhen University has made a schedule in order to have 6 

students available each day of your stay.  

- Please also contact both Tat Lam and Doreen Liu after you have arrived in Shenzhen to 

confirm the appointments as mentioned below.  

 

A few uncertainties, which will be solved or become much more detailed in the next days and 

weeks: 

- Doreen Liu will let me know in the next couple of days how and when she will organize 

a workshop in Da Lang. Chinese University of Hong Kong will only start on the 14th of 

January, but she is thinking of organizing a meeting already beforehand. It depends on 

the availability of her students. You might need to choose between the workshop in 

Guangming New Town or in Da Lang.  

- I am sure you will be checking your email regularly. A detailed program including 

relevant literature for the design workshop in Guangming New Town will follow within 

the next couple of weeks.  

- A detailed program for the midterm review and the lecture day on the 17th and 18th of 

January will also follow on a short notice.  

 

Best wishes, Linda 

 

CONTACT DETAILS: 

Linda Vlassenrood: l.vlassenrood@newtowninstitute.org / 06 12142860 

Jing Zhou: j.zhou@newtowninstitute.org / 06 30390519 
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Transforming Chinese Cities 
Urbanization in China is an on-going process that leads to formation and transformation of  city 

regions with large numbers of  migrants.  

 

What are effective planning and design strategies that could ultimately move Chinese cities towards 

more inclusive and liveable scenarios?  

 

Understanding the correlations between socio-economic conditions, urban form, and governance 

can help address these challenges.  

 

Chinese cities are experiencing a paradigm shift in urban development by now focusing more on 

regeneration of  existing built-up areas than the construction of  new towns/districts. 

 

Urban regeneration is increasingly important in reshaping spatial structures at the city-regional level 

(and urban form at the neighbourhood level). 

 

Opportunities for improving liveability and urban vitality are needed to make better places for 

people to live and work in cities.  

 

In looking at current realities, two cities in the Pearl River Delta region will be used as case studies: 

Guangzhou and Shenzhen.  



Learning Goals 
At the end of  the graduation year, you will be able to do the following: 

Explain clearly the transformation processes of  Chinese cities from a self-defined perspective, 

addressing both the social and physical dimensions of  related processes. 

 

Map the social and spatial transformation processes in Chinese cities with effective analytical tools 

and correlated narratives.  

 

Envision desirable and possible futures for sustainable redevelopment in Chinese cities. 

 

Apply socio-spatial design principles to Chinese cities in response to certain research themes. 

 

Reflect on the on-going urban planning and design process in China in relation to the issue of  these 

themes. 

 

  

Note 

This studio is part of  an ongoing collaboration between TU Delft and the South China University 

of  Technology (SCUT), Guangzhou.  



Spatial Structure Plan of  Guangzhou (2020) 

Source: Overall Development Strategy of  Guangzhou 2020, 

Guangzhou Planning Bureau 

The old city of  Guangzhou 

Source: Master thesis of  Xuwei He, 2015 

Guangzhou  



Photo © motivetravel.com.au 

http://motivetravel.com.au/guangzhou-visa-free-stopover/
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Study case: Lijiao village 沥滘村 





 

Total area: 173ha 



 



Cultural heritages  
Ancestor halls and temples 



1929 1955 2014  

  



Alternative development models towards a truly green-blue 

city with economic vitality and socio-cultural continuity? 



Field study in December 
Meeting People  
migrants, planners, designers, and scholars 

Walking in the city  
urban villages, historical areas and waterfront areas 

(photo: ‘Shenzhen Scenarios’ group 2014) 



Department of  Urbanism, Faculty of  Architecture 

The boundary of  Shenzhen SEZ  

image source: Hao, 2012  

Shenzhen in 1980s 
-planning for a Special Economic Zone (SEZ) 

-planning for a city at the same time 

-starting with infrastructure  

 



Shenzhen speed: 30 years of development, a miracle of planning 
from a series of villages to a metropolis of 13 million population   

Photos from Weiwen Huang 





The formation process of  urban villages in Shenzhen and the 

image of  Hubei village. 

Source: drawings from Zhang, F., 2013: P.24, P.25 



The formation process of  urban villages in Shenzhen 

Source: drawings from Zhang, F., 2013: P.24, P.25 



Locations of  urban villages in Shenzhen, most of  which are concentrated in peripheral districts 

(Source: Urban Planning & Design Institute of  Shenzhen) 



Rural industrialization and its impacts 

on the natural environment 

Mangroves 

Water system 



Shenzhen- from the “world factory” to an “international city” 

 



Source: Andrew Reynolds, master thesis TU Delft, 2013 









“What is being argued for here is a locally based, in-depth exploration of  strategic 

issues of  urban development under different sets of  assumptions or ‘scenarios’ as a 

way to assess potential outcomes and their effect on local populations, the economy and 

the ecology of  cities. It is a way of  probing the future in order to make more intelligent 

and informed decisions in the present. The object of  these studies would be not to 

produce ‘plans’ (not even strategic plans), but insights into prospective change to 

encourage and promote public debates about them” (John Friedmann 2004: 56) 

Scenario building 



Shenzhen Scenarios:  
A platform of research and education  

to explore alternative ways of development, from the 

perspective of planning and design strategies. 
 

In the past 4 years: 
 

25 students enrolled: 8Dutch, 1Australian, 1 Lithuanian, 1Indian, 14 Chinese 

11 Mentors of  Spatial Planning and Strategy/ OTB:  

Stephen Read/ Diego Sepulveda/ Lei QU/ Verena Balz/ Fransisco Columbo/ Vincent Nadin/ 

Akkelies van Nes/ Marta Relats/ Marcin Dabrowski/ Evert Meijers/ Leeke Reinders 

 

10 Mentors of  Urban Design/ Environmental Technology and Design/ Landscape Architecture:  

Machiel van Dorst/ Luisa Calabrese/ Maurice Harteveld/ Daan Zandbelt/ Henco Bekkering/ 

Arjan van Timmeren/Frank van der Hoeven/ Birgit Hausleitner/ Taneha K. Bacchin    

 

 

INTI program director: Linda Vlassenrood 
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Summary of  DDDA Interventions 



Tram Network 1904 

Tramline frequency 



Tram Network 1904 

Tramline frequency 





















City: Attractors 

Zones Attractors Streets Centre 



City: Flows & Barriers 
(after DDDA drawing) 



City: Flows Improved 



Existing Thesis Proposal DDDA Proposal 

Existing DDDA Proposal Thesis Proposal 

Extention of  Faubourg With Supergrid 



Poolbeg Peninsula: Public Transport 







CONTACT 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dr. Qu Lei 

L.Qu@tudelft.nl 

 

Dr. Ir. Gregory Bracken 

G.Bracken@tudelft.nl 


